                                                 Secretary’s Report 2016-17
In this report I present overview of yearly activities. The details are as follows:
Tournaments

Following tournaments were held under the auspices of Bridge Association (U.P.):
1. 46th UP State Championship at Bareilly 2016
2. Sir Padmapat Singhania Memorial Bridge Tournament at Kanpur 2017
3. Seth Sriniwas Lohia Memorial Bridge Tournament at Kanpur 2017
4. Alexander Club Invitational Bridge Tournament at Meerut 2017
Recognition from UP Government
I am pleased to announce that Bridge has been recognized by UP Govt. We would like to thank Sri Mukul Goel, IPS, for taking active  interest in pursuing our application with the Govt. 
Junior Bridge

With the Association getting recognition from Govt we can take our efforts to introduce Bridge to Juniors more seriously. With this in mind we have appointed a Chairman for Junior Bridge. Sri Ajay Garg of Noida who is our Vice President also has been given this responsibility and as a first step he tried to organize a introductory bridge meet at Sharda University, Greater Noida. Unfortunately for unavoidable reasons the meet was cancelled at last minute. However the association has not lost heart and would continue our efforts towards introducing bridge to juniors in our state.
Bridge at Johri Village, Baghpat district
I am pleased to announce that Bridge has spread to rural areas in Western UP. The association doesnt take credit for this but this has been a positive development. Few players in Johri village of Baghpat district have learnt the basics of the game by themselves. Meerut Bridge Association has been encouraging them and the villagers  are fine tuning their bridge learning intricacies from them. The villagers participate regularly in the pairs event and association doesn’t charge any entry fee from them in the events organized under its auspices. The villagers had also organized a one day pairs event at their village in memory of Chaudhary Jairam Singh in Februray 2016 where a busload of players from Delhi had participated. The villagers led by Sri Dheeraj Tomar, Sri Yashpal Singh & Sri Munesh Sharma have instituted a bridge training centre in the village entirely with their own resources to introduce bridge to neighbouring areas. We would like to reimburse the expenses if we can get the funding from Govt towards this. In recognition of their efforts to learn and popularize bridge Sri Munesh Sharma would be inducted as Special Invite to the Executive Committee of association.
Whatsapp Group
We have started a Whatsapp group for the players who are not on e-mail but have smartphones for smoother communication. The initial response has been very encouraging with players also posting and discussing bidding and play problems apart from sharing bridge related news.  

State Championship Trophies

a. The flagship Duplicate event is sponsored by Sri Ajay Garg who has come forward to institute the duplicate trophy in the name of his father Late Sri Rajendra Kumar Gargya with sponsorship amount of Rs 50000 per year for five years. 
Current holders: The 2016 winners are Rajjan, Allahabad (Shankar Chatterjee, Pintoo Bose, Bal Agarwal, SP Srivastava)

b. The trophy  instituted by Sri Arvind Prasad in memory of his father Late Sri Madhava Prasad since last year has been given to Silver Duplicate winners with a sponsorship amount of Rs 10000 per year. 
Current holders: The 2016 winners are NCL A, Singrauli (Asoke Dey, C Goswami, SK Bagchi, PP Agarwalla)

c. Sri JK Lohia has come forward to institute the trophy in his name on a lifetime basis to be given to best UP pair with an initial sponsorship amount of Rs 25000 per year. This trophy would remain till the time UP State Championship exists.
Current holders: The 2016 winners are Amar Bose & Sarbeswar Bhattacharya (Varanasi)
d. VK Chaube Trophy  instituted by Chaube family goes to highest masterpoint grosser in a calendar year. The winner gets the trophy and Rs 5000/-. The runners up and third position holders get Rs 3000/- and Rs 2000/-. Current holder: The 2016 winner is AK Sinha (Lucknow). The second place went to Kr Vijayanand Singh and Pradeep Singh jointly. 
Playing Achievements
a. International/Bridge Federation of India (BFI) events/ All India Events

 Trophy Winners: 1. AK Sinha won HCL International Pairs event at Delhi 2016
 Runners Up/SF: 1. Pals U.P. (Mukul Gupta, SA Abbasi, Shantanu Rastogi, TP Khare, Anil Bansal, Virendra Singh)          

                              finished 4th in HCL International Silver event at Delhi 2016

                          2. AK Sinha & BN Rastogi reached SF in BFI Nationals Masters Duplicate event at Vizag 2016
                          3. Sri AK Sinha finished runners up in Lohia Pairs & Silver events at Kanpur 2017

Others            : 1. IK Agarwal, Sushil Agarwal, BN Rastogi, Amitabh Tayal, Col KK Sabharwal reached round of 12 
                          in HCL International Gold event at Delhi 2016 
                       2. Mukul Goel, RA Siddiqui, Ajay Garg, Ajay Agarwal, Om Hari Agarwal, Maj Gen HS Nanda 
                           reached round of 24 in HCL International Silver event at Delhi 2016 

                       3. Shantanu Rastogi finished 10th in the BFI Winter National Pairs Gold event at Jaipur 2016
                         4. Subrata bose & GC Chatterjee finished 10th in the BFI Inter State Championship Agarwala Pairs at 

                           Ludhiana 2016

5. AK Sinha & BN Rastogi finished 10th in Singhania Pairs event at Kanpur 2017

6. Arun Srivastava & RP Narain finished 7th in Chandigarh 2017 event 
b. State Level Events

Trophy Winners: 1. BN Batra & HS Dua won Alexander Club Open Pairs event at Meerut 2017
                            2. CP Agarwal & Pullak Garg won Pairs event at Johri Village 2017
Runners Up/ SF: 1. ML Jain & Sanjay Jain finished Runners Up in Pairs event at Johri Village 2017
Others               : 1. IK Agarwal, Jus BP Singh, CP Agarwal, Pullak Garg finished 3rd in Alexander Club Open 
                               Duplicate event at Meerut 2017

                              2. Ajay Vaish & Deepak Kothiwal finished 3rd in Alexander Club Open Pairs event at Meerut 2017
                              3.  Pradeep Singh & Pankaj Mehta finished 4th in Alexander Club Open Pairs event at Meerut 2017                 
Finances

The association’s finances are adequate. We have two  FDs which would mature in 2019 with amount over to Rs 300000/-. We also intend to make another FD of Rs 50000/- from surplus funds. The increase in sponsorship amount from Trophies enables us to carry out various activities. Despite not holding selection trials for Inter State Championship we have committed close to Rs 40000/-  towards entry fee and expenses of the team/pairs representing UP in Inter State Championships.
Before I end I would like to  thank Kr Vijayanand Singh , our President, for his support & guidance. I also am grateful for the cooperation I receive from UP players to smoothly run the affairs of association.
Shantanu Rastogi 
Hony Secretary
